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Instructional Guide 


Rock 'N Learn Presidents & U.S. Government entertains as it teaches students 
about the U.S. presidents and the three branches of U.S. government. 
Energetic songs make learning about the presidents fun. With repeated use, 
students will learn to say the presidents in order. They will also learn information 
about the three branches of the U.S. government. Plus, students enjoy fun facts 
about each president. 


Here are some extra activities: 
Which President Am I? 


Write the names of the presidents at the top of 3”x 5” cards. Have each student 
randomly select a card from the pile. Each student looks up three interesting 
facts about the president or administration and writes those facts on the card. 
Next, each student reads the facts aloud followed by the question, “Which 
president am |?” See whether other students can guess which president they 
have heard about. 


Presidential Performance 


Assign each student a president or presidents. Have students learn the lines for 
their assigned president(s) in the song “Learn About Each President.” Using the 
instrumental version of this song, have students perform the song for parents or 
another class. 


Making Laws 


Divide the class into groups or committees to make “laws” governing certain 
aspects of the classroom. Assign each committee specific classroom duties 
such as environment (classroom cleanup), crime (punishment for breaking 
rules), agriculture (lunchroom procedures), or economy/budget (how to spend 
free time such as recess, etc.). Have the committees brainstorm ideas on how 
to make the classroom run smoother and come up with a list of suggested 
rules and regulations. Be sure to monitor each group as they discuss and offer 
suggestions. A chairperson from each committee reads its suggested rules 
and regulations, and the entire class votes on these “laws.” Before beginning, 
let students know that the teacher is the president of the class and therefore 
retains the right to veto any laws not serving an appropriate purpose. 


The Presidents of the United States of America 


The presidents of the 
United States of America 


Let’s learn about the presidents 


of the United States. 


The day that they took office 


was their inauguration date. 


Now let’s say the presidents 
in the order they were here. 
First we'll say the president, 
then we'll say the year. 


George Washington 
John Adams 
Thomas Jefferson 
James Madison 


James Monroe 

John Quincy Adams 
Andrew Jackson 
Martin Van Buren 


The presidents of the 
United States of America 


William Henry Harrison 
John Tyler 

James K. Polk 

Zachary Taylor 


Millard Fillmore 
Franklin Pierce 
James Buchanan 
Abraham Lincoln 


Andrew Johnson 
Ulysses S. Grant 
Rutherford B. Hayes 
James A. Garfield 
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1789 
1797 
1801 
1809 


1817 
1825 
1829 
1837 


1841 
1841 
1845 
1849 


1850 
1853 
1857 
1861 


1865 
1869 
1877 
1881 


Chester A. Arthur 
Grover Cleveland 
Benjamin Harrison 
Grover Cleveland 


The presidents of the 
United States of America 


William McKinley 
Theodore Roosevelt 
William Howard Taft 
Woodrow Wilson 


Warren G. Harding 
Calvin Coolidge 
Herbert Hoover 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 


Harry S. Truman 
Dwight D. Eisenhower 
John F Kennedy 
Lyndon B. Johnson 


Richard M. Nixon 
Gerald R. Ford 
Jimmy Carter 
Ronald Reagan 


The presidents of the 
United States of America 


George Bush 
Bill Clinton 
George W. Bush 
Barack Obama 


Donald Trump 
Joe Biden 


1881 
1885 
1889 
1893 


1897 
1901 
1909 
1913 


1921 
1923 
1929 
1933 


1945 
1953 
1961 
1963 


1969 
1974 
1977 
1981 


1989 
1993 
2001 
2009 


2017 
2021 


Presidents by Numbers 


The presidents of the 
United States of America 


in order — Go! 


1. George Washington 
2. John Adams 
3. Thomas Jefferson 
4. James Madison 
5. James Monroe 
6. John Quincy Adams 
7. Andrew Jackson 
8. Martin Van Buren 
9. William Henry Harrison 
10. John Tyler 
11. James K. Polk 
12. Zachary Taylor 
13. Millard Fillmore 
14. Franklin Pierce 
15. James Buchanan 
16. Abraham Lincoln 
17. Andrew Johnson 
18. Ulysses S. Grant 
19. Rutherford B. Hayes 
20. James A. Garfield 
21. Chester A. Arthur 
22. Grover Cleveland 
23. Benjamin Harrison 
24. Grover Cleveland 


25. 
26. 
2. 
20. 


29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 


D>: 
34. 
35. 
36. 


Di 
38. 
39. 
40. 


41, 
42. 
43. 
44, 


45. 
46. 


William McKinley 
Theodore Roosevelt 
William Howard Taft 
Woodrow Wilson 


Warren G. Harding 
Calvin Coolidge 
Herbert Hoover 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 


Harry S. Truman 
Dwight D. Eisenhower 
John F Kennedy 
Lyndon B. Johnson 


Richard M. Nixon 
Gerald R. Ford 
Jimmy Carter 
Ronald Reagan 


George Bush 
Bill Clinton 
George W. Bush 
Barack Obama 


Donald Trump 
Joe Biden 


Presidents by Last Name Only 


Last names of the presidents... 
Say the last names of the presidents. 
Last names of the presidents... 
Say the last names of the presidents. 


Washington 
Adams (John) 
Jefferson 
Madison 


Monroe 

Adams (John Quincy) 
Jackson 

Van Buren 


Harrison (William Henry) 
Tyler 

Polk 

Taylor 


Fillmore 
Pierce 
Buchanan 
Lincoln 


Johnson (Andrew) 
Grant 

Hayes 

Garfield 


Arthur 

Cleveland 

Harrison (Benjamin) 
Cleveland 
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McKinley 

Roosevelt (Theodore) 
Taft 

Wilson 


Harding 

Coolidge 

Hoover 

Roosevelt (Franklin D.) 


Truman 

Eisenhower 
Kennedy 

Johnson (Lyndon B.) 


Nixon 
Ford 
Carter 
Reagan 


Bush (George) 
Clinton 

Bush (George W.) 
Obama 


Trump 
Biden 


The Executive Branch 


In order to be the president 
of the United States, 

you must first qualify 

to be a candidate. 


You have to be at least 
thirty-five years old 

and a natural born citizen 
I am told. 


One more way 

you must qualify: 

For at least 14 years 

in the U.S. you must reside. 


Yeah, talkin’ about the Executive Branch 


There are many functions 
of the U.S. president 
besides being 

the White House resident. 


The chief of state 

and the head of government 
are filled by just one person: 
“That’s our president.” 


Presidents get to greet 

the leaders of other nations. 
They help make treaties 
and other negotiations. 


The president appoints consuls 
and ambassadors, 

and justices 

for the Supreme Court. 


(The president must get Senate approval 
for these actions. ) 


Presidents may grant pardons 
and reprieves for offenses, 
and be commander-in-chief 
of our country’s defenses. 


The president reviews bills 
to decide if they’re okay, 
but he must act 

within ten days. 


If not, the bill 

will become a law. 

Or the president may sign the bill, 
but that’s not all. 


The president may decide 
to veto the bill. 

Can it still become a law? 
We'll have to see if it will. 


If two-thirds of the House 
and the Senate vote “Yea,” 
they can overturn the veto 
of the president that day. 


How long can a person 

be president? 

Four years is one term, 

and when your term is spent: 


You have to win the election 

to serve another time, 

but you can only be elected twice. 
Listen to my rhyme! 


Only one was elected 
more than two terms. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
made Congress squirm. 


Now the 22nd Amendment 

of the Constitution 

allows anyone only 

ten years of contribution. 

(A person may serve up to two years as president by 
succession and still be elected twice for a total of ten 


years of service. Succession is the process of replac- 
ing the president during his or her term.) 


The Legislative Branch 


The Legislative Branch is Congress. 


They make the laws in the U.S. 


There are many things 
that Congress can do 
like regulate commerce 
and take taxes from you. 


They can borrow money 

on the US. credit. 

And if you want to declare war 
without Congress... Forget it! 


Congress raises and supports 
the armed forces we use, 

and the U.S. Congress 

is divided into two. 


That's right! Congress has 
two parts in it: 

The House of Representatives 
and the Senate. 


The Legislative Branch is Congress. 


They make the laws in the U.S. 


The House of Representatives’ 
aggregation 

comes from each state 
according to population. 


Every two years, the people decide 
who will fill 435 seats inside. 


The majority house leader 
is the Speaker of the House, 
who controls the agenda 

of this Legislative House. 


You must be 

a U.S. citizen 

for at least seven years 
to be a representative. 
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You must be at least 25 years of age 
and be an inhabitant of the state 
where you are elected 

by the people to be 

a representative 

for them, you see. 


The Legislative Branch is Congress. 
They make the laws in the U.S. 


The Senate is made up 
of 100 senators. 

Two from each state, 
no less, no more. 


They were elected by the states 
until the 17th amendment 

gave the power to the people 

to populate the Senate. 

(Senators were elected by the state legislators 


until the 17th Amendment declared that the sena- 
tors be elected by popular vote.) 


Senators serve 

six year terms 

staggered so each two years 
we elect one-third. 


The vice president 
is president of the Senate. 
He can vote to break a tie 
at the last minute. 


You must be 30 years old 

to run for the Senate, 

and live in the state you represent 
in order to win it. 


You must be a U.S. 

citizen, also, 

for at least nine years 

before to Washington you go. 


The Legislative Branch is Congress. 
They make the laws in the U.S. 


The Judicial Branch 


The Judicial Branch 

is made up of all the courts, 
and the highest one of all 

is the Supreme Court. 


The Constitution doesn’t specify 
how many justices will preside 
on the Supreme Court 

of the United States. 


So a few times in history 

that number has changed. 
And you know what? (what?) 
Congress decides the number! 
Congress decides the number! 


There were six justices 
when the Court began. 
Then for a three-year span 
there were ten! 


That was from 1863 to 1866, 

and since 1869 we’ve had nine justices. 
One of these justices acts as the Chief 
with eight associates underneath. 


The president decides 

who the Chief will be 

and appoints other justices 
we may need. 


But not so fast now. 

The Senate must approve 
every justice that 

the president will choose. 


‘Cause for “good behavior” 
a Justice stays on 

until he or she retires 

or until they are gone. 


The highest court 

in all the land 

is a guide for every lower judge 
and lawyer, and... 


When the Supreme Court 
makes a call, 

they have the final say 

on U.S. law. 


Judicial Review 
started in 1803 

in a case between 
Madison and Marbury. 


Chief Justice John Marshall 
said the court had the say 
on constitutionality 

from that day. 


If the Supreme Court says 
that a law or decision 

is unconstitutional; 

it needs a revision. 


That law goes away 

until the president 

and the Congress can come up 
with something that is more like 
what our founding fathers meant. 


Talkin’ about George Washington 


Whoa, yeah! Come on! 


He was born in the year 1732. 

(talkin’ about George Washington) 

He stood fairly tall at six foot two. 

(talkin’ about George Washington) 

He married Martha, a widow with two kids. 

(talkin’ about George Washington) 

And before becoming president, so many things he did. 


He was a surveyor in Virginia, 

then he was an officer in the militia. 

Protesting Britain, he boycotted British imports. 

He led the Continental Army in the Revolutionary War — Yeah! 


Whooooa-wo-whoa, talkin’ about George Washington. 
Whooooa-wo-whoa, talkin’ about George Washington. 


Now, at the Constitutional Convention 
(talkin’ about George Washington) 

the delegates elected him chairman. 
(talkin’ about George Washington) 

He was the first U.S. president in 1789, 
(talkin’ about George Washington) 

so he formed the role for the rest in line. 


He had false teeth made of ivory and other stuff too, 

like teeth from cows, hippopotami, and other people, oooh! 
His throat started hurtin’ in the wintertime. 

It got infected and killed him in 1799 — oh, no! 


Whooooa-wo-whoa, whoa yeah! 

Talkin’ about George Washington, talkin’ bout it, talkin’ bout it. 
Whooooa-wo-whoa, you know we’re 

talkin’ about George Washington. 
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Abraham Lincoln 


Born February 12th, 1809 

in the back woods of Kentucky where the land is fine. 
He moved to Indiana, where his mother died. 

People called him Honest Abe because he seldom lied. 


In 1842 he married Mary Todd, 

then they had four children (which wasn’t very odd). 
He became a lawyer and a politician, 

to be the president he was wishin’ now. 


Abe - Honest Abe - Abraham Lincoln 
Abe - Honest Abe - Abraham Lincoln 


With Stephen Douglas he would debate. 
Slavery was the thing he did hate. 

In 1860 to Washington he went 

because he was elected the 16th president. 


He issued the Emancipation Proclamation 
while the Civil War was rockin’ the nation. 
On April 14th in 1865 

John Booth shot him, the next day he died. 


Abe - Honest Abe - Abraham Lincoln 
Abe - Honest Abe - Abraham Lincoln 


Who stopped slavery? Abraham Lincoln! 

Who saved the Union? Abraham Lincoln! 

Who gave the Gettysburg Address? Abraham Lincoln! 
Who’s the tall guy with the hat and beard? 

It must be... 


Abe - Honest Abe - Abraham Lincoln 
Abe - Honest Abe - Abraham Lincoln... 


Learn About Each President 


Abraham Lincoln was so great, leading us through the Civil War. 
He helped abolish slavery, heal the Union, and much more. 


Let’s learn about each president of the U.S.A. 
It’s not so tough to do; there’s an easy way. 


Andrew Johnson fought with Congress after Lincoln’s assassination. 
The House impeached him, but one Senate vote saved him. 


George Washington led the army for American independence, 
helped write the Constitution, and became the first president. 


John Adams lived in the White House; he was the first one. As a general in the war, Ulysses Grant had success. 


He avoided war with France and lived to nearly 91. 


With the Louisiana Purchase, Thomas Jefferson got a steal. 
Our new country almost doubled from this amazing deal. 


James Madison got us through the War of 1812 all right, 
but the British burned the White House during that fight. 


James Monroe's doctrine told Europe not to interfere 
with the independent nations of the Western Hemisphere. 


John Q. Adams was a president and a president’s son. 
Until George W. Bush, he had been the only one. 


The Battle of New Orleans was Andrew Jackson’s victory. 
People loved this rugged fighter known as “Old Hickory.” 


Martin Van Buren ran three presidential races, 
but he only won the first, so we got some new faces. 


William Henry Harrison barely got started. 
After one month in office, he took ill and departed. 


John Tyler stood ready when Harrison passed away. 
He was the first president to take office this way. 


James K. Polk was a president with little time to rest, 
adding Texas to the Union and expanding in the West. 


Zachary Taylor was a general during the war with Mexico. 
That made “Old Rough and Ready” a national hero. 


Millard Fillmore helped make the Compromise of 1850. 
It delayed the Civil War, but not everyone thought it nifty. 


And while he was president, he reduced the national debt. 


Rutherford B. Hayes won a mighty close election, 
then he worked hard to give our country new direction. 


James A. Garfield might've been great; some have speculated, 
but after only six months, he was assassinated. 


Chester A. Arthur gave the White House a little more tact. 
He reformed public office with the Civil Service Act. 


Grover Cleveland served two terms, but they were not in a row. 
He was the only one to do this; I thought you'd like to know. 


Between the terms of Cleveland came Benjamin Harrison, 
the only president to be a president’s grandson. 


Under William McKinley, the Spanish-American War was fought. 
The Philippines, Guam, and Puerto Rico that brought. 


Theodore Roosevelt took office after McKinley’s assassination. 
He fought for business reform with great determination. 


William H. Taft served as president, that’s true, 
then became a Chief Justice to have something else to do. 


Woodrow Wilson was president during World War I. 
He became quite ill before his second term was done. 


Warren G. Harding chose men who were corrupt. 
He later died in office after scandals did erupt. 


Calvin Coolidge was president during Prohibition time. 
The country had some gangsters who organized crime. 


When Herbert Hoover was in office the Depression was Great. 
He really tried to fight it, but his efforts were too late. 


Bitterness between the North and South challenged Franklin Pierce. 
With the Kansas-Nebraska Act, emotions ran quite fierce. 


Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected the most terms; that was four. 
He rallied American forces in the Second World War. 


James Buchanan watched the South secede from the nation. 
He refused to force them back; he felt he lacked authorization. 
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Learn About Each President (continued) 


The country was still at war when Harry Truman came along, 
but the war ended quickly after Truman dropped the bomb. 


Dwight D. Eisenhower guided the Korean War to an end, 
and he helped the Space Age to begin. 


John F. Kennedy was elected at the age of 43. 
That fateful day in Dallas cut short his presidency. 


Lyndon B. Johnson fought for Civil Rights, 
but the war in Vietnam continued day and night. 


Some thought Richard Nixon’s foreign policy was great, 
but he had to resign because of Watergate. 


Gerald Ford became president when Nixon went away. 
Ford decided to pardon Nixon without too much delay. 


Jimmy Carter led the country during times of high inflation, 
but he worked hard with China to establish new relations. 


Ronald Reagan helped bring an end to the Cold War. 
He had been both an actor and governor before. 


George Bush led the nation in the Persian Gulf War. 
He also saw the breakup of the U.S.S.R. 


Bill Clinton helped the economy get up and go, 
while promoting free trade with Canada and Mexico. 


George W. Bush took office in 2001, my friend. 


It was a mighty close election that we thought might never end. 


In 2009 to Washington Barack Obama went 
as our first African American president. 


Donald Trump was a businessman, not a politician. 
His promise was to “Make America Great Again.” 


When Joe Biden was elected our country was divided. 
Many people hoped we could become more united. 


We've had 45 different presidents and 46 administrations. 
I wonder who will be the next leader of our nation? 


Note—Joe Biden is the 46th president. Grover Cleveland served 
two separate terms, so 45 people have been president as of January 2021. 
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Presidential Name Find 


Instructions: Find the last names of those Presidents listed below. The 
names may appear in any direction horizontally, vertically, or diagonally. 
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Adams 
Arthur 
Buchanan 
Bush 
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Cleveland 
Clinton 
Coolidge 
Eisenhower 
Fillmore 


TrRAesewADWUMremamrr—- Foo 0 
rPZEQnum,NOTMm—- ZAZA P,rP?rO - 


—-moqgocecex< Zoo 


—-<UHdH-TDEemro2Z2rloo0oqd22Zz2--TrzZz 


DOcoTtacncrgQgoorniwventunanoenuwvoesnodon 
ZvVqQqaeo57ioocc wWwTraTaaTmnTaiaAazZz-—- 


0UDVD2ZzamMm2Z2z2V0V3>Sp.r 


Ford 
Garfield 
Grant 
Harding 
Harrison 
Hayes 
Hoover 
Jackson 
Jefferson 
Johnson 
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Kennedy 
Lincoln 
Madison 
McKinley 
Monroe 
Nixon 
Obama 
Pierce 


Polk 
Reagan 
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Roosevelt 
Taft 

Taylor 
Truman 
Trump 
Tyler 
Washington 
Wilson 
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1. George Washington - Federalist 


Born: February 22, 1732 

Became president: April 30, 1789 
Left Office: March 3, 1797 

Died: December 14, 1799 


George Washington is the only president to win the presidential 
election by a unanimous vote, and he is the only president to not 
live in Washington D.C. during his presidency. Washington wore 
dentures made of cow’s teeth, lead, hippopotamus teeth, carved 
elephant and walrus tusks, and human teeth. His nickname was 
“Father of Our Country.” 


2. John Adams - Federalist 


Born: October 30, 1735 

Became president: March 4, 1797 

Left Office: March 3, 1801 

Died: July 4, 1826 

John Adams was the great-great grandson of two pilgrims who 
landed at Plymouth Rock in 1620. He was the first vice president. 
He was the first president to live in the White House. Only half a 
dozen rooms of the White House were finished when Adams 
moved in. He died less than four months before his 91st birthday. 
Nickname: Atlas of Independence. 


3. Thomas Jefferson - Democratic Republican 


Born: April 13, 1743 

Became president: March 4, 1801 

Left Office: March 3, 1809 

Died: July 4, 1826 

Thomas Jefferson and John Adams were the only two presidents 
who signed the Declaration of Independence. They both died on its 
50th anniversary, July 4, 1826. An accomplished inventor, Jefferson 
invented the swivel chair, a pedometer, and the lazy susan. He was 
a leading architect, and designed his own home, called Monticello. 
Nicknames: Man of the People; Sage of Monticello. 


4, James Madison - Democratic Republican 


Born: March 16, 1751 

Became president: March 4, 1809 
Left Office: March 3, 1817 

Died: June 28, 1836 


James Madison was the first president to wear pants instead of 
knee britches. He was our shortest president at 5'4". He helped 
design the checks and balances among Congress, the president, 
and the Supreme Court. He and his wife, Dolley, moved into 
another residence after the British burned the White House 
during the War of 1812. Nickname: Father of the Constitution. 





5. James Monroe - Democratic Republican 


Born: April 28, 1758 

Became president: March 4, 1817 

Left Office: March 3, 1825 

Died: July 4, 1831 

James Monroe was the first president to ride on a steamboat, and 
he was the first U.S. Senator to become president. After his 
presidency, Monroe had little money, and he was too old to 
resume his law practice. His financial problems forced him to 


move to New York City to live with his daughter. Nicknames: Last 
Cocked Hat; Era-of-Good-Feeling President. 


6. John Quincy Adams - Democratic Republican 


Born: July 11, 1767 

Became president: March 4, 1825 
Left Office: March 3, 1829 

Died: February 23, 1848 


Like his father, John Quincy Adams did not win a second term as 
president. But soon afterward, he was elected to the U.S. House of 
Representatives. He told others that this pleased him more than 
his election as president. John Quincy Adams went 
skinny-dipping in the Potomac River every day if the weather 
permitted him to do so. Nickname: Old Man Eloquent. 


7. Andrew Jackson - Democrat 


Born: March 15, 1767 

Became president: March 4, 1829 
Left Office: March 3, 1837 

Died: June 8, 1845 


Andrew Jackson paid the final installment of the national debt 
making him the only president of a debt-free United States. He 
was the first president to ride on a railroad train. He was also the 
first president born in a log cabin. Jackson was wounded in a duel 
when he was 39. The bullet remained lodged next to his heart for 
the rest of his life. Nickname: Old Hickory. 


8. Martin Van Buren - Democrat 


Born: December 5, 1782 

Became president: March 4, 1837 

Left Office: March 3, 1841 

Died: July 24, 1862 

Martin Van Buren was the first president born in the United 
States. He helped popularize the expression “O.K.” by using it in 
speeches. The expression, which came to mean “all right,” refers 
to Old Kinderhook, New York, the Dutch community where Van 


Buren was born and grew up. Nicknames: Little Magician; The 
Red Fox of Kinderhook. 
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9. William Henry Harrison - Whig 
Born: February 9, 1773 

Became president: March 4, 1841 

Left Office: April 4, 1841 

Died: April 4, 1841 


William Henry Harrison gave the longest inaugural address of any 
president, lasting one hour and 45 minutes. He caught cold which 
worsened. He died 30 days later, making him the first president to die 
in office with the shortest term of any president. He is the only 
president to study medicine. He did not finish his studies because he 
joined the army, eventually becoming a captain. Nickname: Tippecanoe. 


10. John Tyler - Whig 

Born: March 29, 1790 

Became president: April 6, 1841 
Left Office: March 3, 1845 
Died: January 18, 1862 


John Tyler was the first vice president to assume office after the 
death of a president, resulting in his nickname. Mrs. Tyler died 
during her husband's presidency, and Tyler remarried 22 months 
later. Although Texas formally became a state after Tyler left 
office, he signed bills authorizing statehood for both Texas and 
Florida. Nickname: Accidental President. 


11. James K. Polk - Democrat 
Born: November 2, 1795 

Became president: March 4, 1845 
Left Office: March 3, 1849 

Died: June 15, 1849 


During his four years as president, James K. Polk spent only 37 days 
away from his desk. Difficulties with Mexico and western boundary 
disputes kept him busy. Mrs. Polk became the first wife of a president 
to serve as her husband's secretary. He was the first president not to 
seek reelection, later stating that he was happy to be relieved of the 
responsibilities of being president. Nickname: Young Hickory. 


12. Zachary Taylor - Whig 
Born: November 24, 1784 
Became president: March 4, 1849 
Left Office: July 9, 1850 

Died: July 9, 1850 


Zachary Taylor never voted until age 62. As a professional soldier, 
he often moved from place to place and had not established an 
official residence required for voting. He was a great military 
leader who never lost a battle. While president, people would take 
hairs as souvenirs from his old army horse that he kept on the 
White House lawn. Nickname: Old Rough and Ready. 





13. Millard Fillmore - Whig 


Born: January 7, 1800 

Became president: July 10, 1850 
Left Office: March 3, 1853 

Died: March 8, 1874 


Millard Fillmore and his wife had the first bathtub and kitchen 
stove installed in the White House. People admired Fillmore for 
his modesty. He refused an honorary degree from Oxford because 
he said he had done nothing to deserve the honor. As a child, 
Fillmore was poor and worked as a clothmaker’s apprentice. 
Nickname: The American Louis Philippe. 


14. Franklin Pierce - Democrat 
Born: November 23, 1804 

Became president: March 4, 1853 
Left Office: March 3, 1857 

Died: October 8, 1869 


Franklin Pierce was the first president born in the nineteenth 
century. He affirmed rather than swore the presidential oath of 
office because of religious reasons. His wife did not attend Pierce’s 
inauguration because she was grieving as the result of a tragic 
railroad accident that had killed their son two months earlier. 
Nickname: Young Hickory of the Granite Hills. 


15. James Buchanan - Democrat 
Born: April 23, 1791 

Became president: March 4, 1857 
Left Office: March 3, 1861 

Died: June 1, 1868 


James Buchanan was the only president who never married. 
When 7 of the 15 slave states seceded in 1860-61, Buchanan 
refused to use force to hold them in the Union. He hoped they 
would become discouraged and return to the Union. He felt that a 
warlike policy might cause all the slave states to secede, 
preventing a peaceful settlement. Nickname: Old Buck. 


16. Abraham Lincoln - Republican 


Born: February 12, 1809 

Became president: March 4, 1861 
Left Office: April 15, 1865 

Died: April 15, 1865 


At 6'4", Abraham Lincoln is the tallest president we've ever had. 
He was the first president to wear a beard. The city of Lincoln, 
Illinois was named to honor Lincoln actually before he became 
president. He was a successful lawyer at the time and helped plan 
the city. Lincoln was the first member of the Republican party to 
become president. Nickname: Honest Abe. 
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17. Andrew Johnson - Republican 
Born: December 29, 1808 

Became president: April 15, 1865 

Left Office: March 3, 1869 

Died: July 31, 1875 


Andrew Johnson is the only president to serve as senator after his 
presidency. Johnson is the only president never to attend school. 
He was a tailor by profession. He educated himself with the help 
of his wife who taught him reading, writing, and arithmetic. He 
planted a shoot taken from a tree near Napolean’s tomb. He was 
later buried beneath the tree that grew from the shoot. 


18. Ulysses S. Grant - Republican 
Born: April 27, 1822 

Became president: March 4, 1869 

Left Office: March 3, 1877 

Died: July 23, 1885 


Ulysses S. Grant was arrested while president for driving his 
horses too fast and was fined $20. He signed the act that created 
Yellowstone National Park, the nation’s first national park. During 
Grant's presidency, the telephone was invented by Alexander 
Graham Bell. The nation’s first transcontinental railroad was also 
completed. Nickname: Hero of Appomattox. 


19. Rutherford B. Hayes - Republican 
Born: October 4, 1822 

Became president: March 4, 1877 

Left Office: March 3, 1881 

Died: January 17, 1893 


Rutherford B. Hayes was the first president to graduate from law 
school. The first telephone was installed in the White House 
during his presidency. Hayes was elected by a margin of one 
electoral vote. His victory over Samuel Tilden was highly 
disputed. Congress created a special Electoral Commission to 
decide the winner. Nickname: Dark-Horse President. 


20. James Garfield - Republican 
Born: November 19, 1831 

Became president: March 4, 1881 
Left Office: September 19, 1881 
Died: September 19, 1881 


James A. Garfield was the last president born in a log cabin. He 
was the first left-handed president. He could write a sentence in 
Greek with his right hand and a sentence in Latin with his left 
hand at the same time. When Garfield was shot, he lay near death 
for 80 days. If the X-ray and modern antiseptics had existed, his 
life probably would have been saved. 





21. Chester A. Arthur - Republican 


Born: October 5, 1829 

Became president: September 19, 1881 
Left Office: March 3, 1885 

Died: November 18, 1886 


Chester A. Arthur had 24 wagonloads of old furniture and junk 
removed from the White House before he moved in. He then 
refurnished the White House in the Victorian style. He dressed in 
fashionable clothes, sometimes changing them several times a day, 
and he enjoyed going to nightclubs and entertaining lavishly. 
Nicknames: Elegant Arthur; The Gentleman Boss. 


22 & 24. Grover Cleveland - Democrat 

Born: March 18, 1837 

First presidency: March 4, 1885 to March 3, 1889 
Second presidency: March 4, 1893 to March 3, 1897 
Died: June 24, 1908 


Grover Cleveland was the only president who served two terms that did 
not directly follow each other. In his first term he vetoed 414 bills, more 
than double those of all previous presidents combined. Cleveland was the 
only president to be married in the White House, but there were two others 
married while in office: John Tyler and Woodrow Wilson. His daughter, 
Esther, is the only child of a president to be born in the White House. 


23. Benjamin Harrison - Republican 
Born: August 20, 1833 

Became president: March 4, 1889 

Left Office: March 3, 1893 

Died: March 3, 1901 


Benjamin Harrison and his family would frequently sleep with all 
the lights on because they did not understand the electricity that 
had been installed in the White House and hated to bother with 
it any more than necessary. During his campaign, he wore gloves 
so he wouldn't get his hands dirty while shaking hands. 
Nicknames: Young Tippecanoe; Kid Gloves Harrison. 


25. William McKinley - Republican 
Born: January 29, 1843 

Became president: March 4, 1897 

Left Office: September 14, 1901 

Died: September 14, 1901 


William McKinley kept a parrot in the White House that could 
whistle “Yankee Doodle.” The motion picture, the automobile, 
and the telephone became part of everyday life during his 
presidency. McKinley’s doctors said that if he had exercised and 
been in better shape he might have survived the assassin’s bullet 
that killed him. Nickname: Idol of Ohio. 
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26. Theodore Roosevelt - Republican 
Born: October 27, 1858 

Became president: September 14, 1901 
Left Office: March 3, 1909 

Died: January 6, 1919 


After the assassination of President McKinley, Teddy Roosevelt became 
the youngest president to take office at the age of 42. Roosevelt had a 
photographic memory and could read a page in the time it took 
anyone else to read a sentence. He lost sight in one eye while boxing 
in the White House. The Panama Canal began construction during his 
presidency. Nicknamed: TR; Teddy. 


27. William Howard Taft - Republican 
Born: September 5, 1857 

Became president: March 4, 1909 

Left Office: March 3, 1913 

Died: March 8, 1930 


William Howard Taft started the tradition of the president 
throwing out the first ball to start the baseball season. He was the 
only person who served first as president, then as Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court. Taft was the largest person ever to serve as 
president. He stood 6 feet tall and weighed more than 300 
pounds. The Tafts owned the first White House cars. 


28. Woodrow Wilson - Democrat 
Born: December 28, 1856 

Became president: March 4, 1913 
Left Office: March 3, 1921 

Died: February 3, 1924 


Woodrow Wilson is the only president to have a Ph.D. His 
doctoral studies were in history and political science. He was an 
avid golfer and would use black balls when playing in the snow. 
He led the United States through World War I, doing much for 
world peace and democracy. He is the only president buried in 
Washington D.C. Nickname: Schoolmaster in Politics. 


29. Warren G. Harding - Republican 
Born: November 2, 1865 

Became president: March 4, 1921 

Left Office: August 2, 1923 

Died: August 2, 1923 


Warren G. Harding was the first president to broadcast a speech 
over the radio, and he was the first president to own a radio. He 
was the first president to ride in an automobile to his 
inauguration. He had been a school teacher (in a one-room 
schoolhouse near Marion, Ohio), a newspaper publisher, and a 
United States Senator. President Harding died in office. 





30. Calvin Coolidge - Republican 
Born: July 4, 1872 

Became president: August 3, 1923 
Left Office: March 3, 1929 

Died: January 5, 1933 


Calvin Coolidge averaged nine hours of sleep at night, and he 
took lengthy afternoon naps. He was the sixth vice president to 
become president upon the death of a chief executive. His father, 
a notary public, administered the oath of office because Coolidge 
got word when vacationing at his father’s farm. He was known as 
a man of few words. Nickname: Silent Cal. 


31. Herbert Hoover - Republican 
Born: August 10, 1874 

Became president: March 4, 1929 
Left Office: March 3, 1933 

Died: October 20, 1964 


Herbert Hoover was the youngest member of the first graduating 
class from Stanford University. Seven months after Hoover took 
office, the stock market crashed and the Great Depression began. 
He was the first president to donate his salary to charity. One of 
the most honored presidents, he had 84 honorary degrees and 78 
medals and awards. 


32. Franklin D. Roosevelt - Democrat 


Born: January 30, 1882 

Became president: March 4, 1933 
Left Office: April 12, 1945 

Died: April 12, 1945 


Franklin D. Roosevelt was related by blood or marriage to 11 
former presidents. He became the first president to appear on 
television in 1939. He served as president for more than 12 years, 
the longest of any president and the only one to be elected four 
times. Roosevelt led the United States through its worst 
depression and through its worst war. Nickname: FDR. 


33. Harry S. Truman - Democrat 
Born: May 8, 1884 

Became president: April 12, 1945 
Left Office: January 20, 1953 

Died: December 26, 1972 


The “S” in Harry S. Truman doesn’t stand for any middle name 
because his mother and father couldn’t decide on Solomon, in 
honor of his maternal grandfather, or Shipper, in honor of his 
paternal grandfather. Truman read a great deal while growing up. 
He claimed that by the time he was 13 or 14, he had read all the 
books in the local public library and the Bible three times. 
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34. Dwight D. Eisenhower - Republican 
Born: October 14, 1890 

Became president: January 20, 1953 

Left Office: January 20, 1961 

Died: March 28, 1969 


Dwight D. Eisenhower is the only president to serve in both world 
wars. He was a skilled chef known for his vegetable soups, steaks, 
and cornmeal pancakes. Eisenhower was the first president 
licensed to fly a plane. Predictions that appeared in his high 
school yearbook saw him becoming a history professor and his 
brother president of the United States. Nickname: Ike. 


35. John F. Kennedy - Democrat 
Born: May 29, 1917 

Became president: January 20, 1961 
Left Office: November 22, 1963 
Died: November 22, 1963 


John F. Kennedy was the youngest president ever elected at the 
age of 43. After graduating Harvard, he entered the Navy and 
became a war hero when his PT boat was sunk by a Japanese 
destroyer during World War II. As president, he sought to 
contain Communism, called for civil rights legislation, and stated 
the goal of landing a man on the moon. Nicknames: JFK; Jack. 


36. Lyndon B. Johnson - Democrat 
Born: August 27, 1908 

Became president: November 22, 1963 
Left Office: January 20, 1969 

Died: January 22, 1973 


Lyndon B. Johnson proposed to his wife on their first date; she 
accepted 10 weeks later. His wife, Lady Bird, and their two 
daughters all had the initials LBJ. Johnson was responsible for 
civil rights laws, Medicare, Medicaid, Head Start, and the “War on 
Poverty.” Johnson signed more education bills into law than any 
other president. Nickname: LBJ. 


37. Richard M. Nixon - Republican 
Born: January 9, 1913 

Became president: January 20, 1969 
Left Office: August 9, 1974 

Died: April 22, 1994 


Richard M. Nixon is the only president to resign from office. In 
1972, Nixon became the first president to visit a country not 
recognized by the United States: China. In his youth, he worked 
as a bean picker, handyman, janitor at a swimming pool, and 
barker at an amusement park. In college, he won several debating 
contests and was elected student body president. 





38. Gerald R. Ford - Republican 
Born: July 14, 1913 

Became president: August 9, 1974 
Left Office: January 20, 1977 

Died: December 26, 2006 


Gerald Ford and his wife were both models before they were 
married; he even appeared on the cover of Cosmopolitan in 1942. 
He campaigned on his wedding day when he ran for Congress in 
1948. Ford was athletic and loved sports. He starred as a football 
player in high school and college, swam regularly and also 
enjoyed golf and skiing. Nickname: Jerry. 


39. James Carter - Democrat 
Born: October 1, 1924 


Became president: January 20, 1977 
Left Office: January 20, 1981 


Jimmy Carter could read 2000 words per minute with 95% 
comprehension. He was the first president to be born in a hospital 
and the first to be sworn into office using his nickname, Jimmy. 
He was also the first president to send his mother on a diplomatic 
mission. After leaving office, he and his wife devoted much of 
their time to projects helping the poor. 


40. Ronald Reagan - Republican 
Born: February 6, 1911 

Became president: January 20, 1981 
Left Office: January 20, 1989 

Died: June 5, 2004 


Before entering politics, Ronald Reagan had been an actor for nearly 
30 years. He appeared in more than 50 movies. He was the first 
president to appoint a woman to the United States Supreme Court: 
Sandra Day O’Connor. He was the oldest president ever elected until 
Donal Trump, and the first to wear contact lenses. Nicknames: The 
Gipper; The Great Communicator. 


41. George H. W. Bush - Republican 

Born: June 12, 1924 

Became president: January 20, 1989 

Left Office: January 20, 1993 

Died: November 30, 2018 

George Bush played first base on Yale University’s baseball team in 
1947 and 1948. Bush is related to past presidents: Pierce, Lincoln, 
Theodore Roosevelt, and Ford as well as to Marilyn Monroe, 
Benedict Arnold, and Winston Churchill. At 19, he was a World 
War II pilot in the U.S. Navy, the youngest Navy pilot at that time. 
His plane was shot down in the Pacific Ocean, and he became a 
war hero. 
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42. William J. Clinton - Democrat Py 46. Joe Biden - Democrat 

Born: August 19, 1946 a} Born: November 30, 1942 

Became president: January 20, 1993 Pu Me Became president: January 20, 2021 

Left Office: January 20, 2001 = 8 

Before becoming president, Joe Biden served as the 47th vice 
president under the Obama administration. He represented 
Delaware in the U.S. Senate from 1973 to 2009. During his 
scholarship and by holding part-time jobs. Clinton presided over 4 tenure, he chaired both the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
the largest peace-time economic expansion in U.S. history. ) A and the Senate Judiciary Committee. As vice president, Biden 


Clinton left office with a high approval rating of 65% and created vi oversaw infrastructure spending to counteract the Great 
a foundation to support humanitarian work. Nickname: Bill. \ \ Recession. Nickname: Amtrak Joe. 


In high school, Bill Clinton played saxophone in a jazz trio. After 
graduation, Clinton entered Oxford University as a Rhodes 
Scholar. He helped pay his expenses to Yale Law School through a 


43. George W. Bush - Republican 
Born: July 6, 1946 


Became president: January 20, 2001 
Left Office: January 20, 2009 


George W. Bush was the second president to be the son of a 
preceding president. He received a bachelor’s degree from Yale and 
an MBA from Harvard Business School. Fight months into his first 
term as president, the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks 
occurred, and Bush launched a global War on Terror. He was 
re-elected for a second term in 2004. As president, he enacted large 
tax cuts and the No Child Left Behind Act. Nickname: Dubyah. 
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44, Barack Obama - Democrat 
Born: August 4, 1961 


Became president: January 20, 2009 
Left Office: January 20, 2017 


Barack Obama became the first African American president. He led 
the county through the Great Recession, cutting the 
unemployment rate. He signed the Affordable Care Act which 
provided health insurance to over 30 million uninsured Americans ( 
while cutting health care costs. He ordered the capture and killing 
of Osama Bin Laden. On August 31, 2010, he announced that the 
Iraq War was over. Nickname: Barry. 
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45. Donald Trump - Republican 
Born: June 14, 1946 


Became president: January 20, 2017 
Left Office: January 20, 2021 


Donald Trump was elected president on a platform of keeping jobs 
in the U.S., cutting taxes, securing borders, fighting terrorism, and 
reforming health care. His major legislative accomplishment was 
tax reform which cut taxes for corporations, individuals, and 
families. He helped negotiate new international trade deals. He 
appointed many conservative federal judges and placed three 
Supreme Court Justices. Nicknames: The Donald, Don. 
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Alphabetical List of Presidents 


hame 


John Adams 

John Quincy Adams 
Chester A. Arthur 
Joseph R. Biden 
James Buchanan 
George H. W. Bush 
George W. Bush 
Jimmy Carter 
Grover Cleveland 
William J. Clinton 
Calvin Coolidge 
Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Millard Fillmore 
Gerald R. Ford 
James A. Garfield 
Ulysses S. Grant 
Warren G. Harding 
Benjamin Harrison 
William Henry Harrison 
Rutherford B. Hayes 
Herbert Hoover 
Andrew Jackson 
Thomas Jefferson 
Andrew Johnson 
Lyndon B. Johnson 
John FE Kennedy 
Abraham Lincoln 
James Madison 
William McKinley 
James Monroe 
Richard M. Nixon 
Barack Obama 
Franklin Pierce 
James K. Polk 
Ronald Reagan 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Theodore Roosevelt 
William Howard Taft 
Zachary Taylor 
Harry S. Truman 
Donald Trump 

John Tyler 

Martin Van Buren 
George Washington 
Woodrow Wilson 
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party 
Federalist 
Democratic Republican 
Republican 
Democrat 
Democrat 
Republican 
Republican 
Democrat 
Democrat 
Democrat 
Republican 
Republican 
Whig 
Republican 
Republican 
Republican 
Republican 
Republican 
Whig 
Republican 
Republican 
Democrat 
Democratic Republican 
Republican 
Democrat 
Democrat 
Republican 
Democratic Republican 
Republican 
Democratic Republican 
Republican 
Democrat 
Democrat 
Democrat 
Republican 
Democrat 
Republican 
Republican 
Whig 
Democrat 
Republican 
Whig 
Democrat 
Federalist 
Democrat 


term of office 


1885-1889, 


1797-1801 
1825-1829 
1881-1885 
2021- 

1857-1861 
1989-1993 
2001-2009 
1977-1981 
1893-1897 
1993-2001 
1923-1929 
1953-1961 
1850-1853 
1974-1977 
1881-1881 
1869-1877 
1921-1923 
1889-1893 
1841-1841 
1877-1881 
1929-1933 
1829-1837 
1801-1809 
1865-1869 
1963-1969 
1961-1963 
1861-1865 
1809-1817 
1897-1901 
1817-1825 
1969-1974 
2009-2017 
1853-1857 
1845-1849 
1981-1989 
1933-1945 
1901-1909 
1909-1913 
1849-1850 
1945-1953 
2017-2021 
1841-1845 
1837-1841 
1789-1797 
1913-1921 


